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'fHE OLD SEXTON;

-- Slgfi to b grrnre that Va rie'aly ntade
Leaned a sexton old on his ea.ftu-w- oi apada., j
J1U work wuadone, and lie pauaed to wult.

'The fane rlil truln tnt'oTlgh tUe opui'i gntO ;
, iAiiellcJaf dayrmaa ua,-.-- - i U

i Aud lila lock werp arltlt aa the fomrny.aca r

' Aud tlieae anri'la cume from hla iipa ao thin,
,)tI galiertueai'M I gtlier4hcui' la!' ,

I gathea- - tlieai In'; ft mali ami by,'K ' ' -- tiff

7,Yet,JtrteT jear.ot grii; and y : fin;! ,

I've buiidod tbe houaca tlint lie around
i In every' iiook W ikU biiflUI igionrid '
Mother and daughter,.futlir uad " : ;; !

Conio to my aolltudc, one by aue ,

' Buf aoiaii tliey'arabgvra, or faun1 they klu,
s I gather tbc'w in t 1 gathur kom lul t . i.,.'.

''fMuny am with mo, hut still I'm atom.
I'm king of tlie dend,aud I maWe juy throne :,
On a luununieut alub of marble cold, . '

"And my V cjitcr of rule iatho apiulo I hold.
Come they from cottage, r come they Treat hall.
Mankind are roy eubject, nil, all, all I

I.ct them loiter ill plcu'auro, or tuiirutly apla,
giaher thelu ba t X jratber Uicib in. i 'rV

' ' . i

:"l.jtataer-Une- lit, and Hiclr inol reat; ' ' ;
: la here, down Iwira, In the earthVdark preset

A ud tUj kaxi oat the (Vioeral t raiu 7'

jtVound mutely a"c,r thai an?nn plain ;,' ' i , t
'

And I aa.1'1 ,t ay heuit, wheuUme is tuld,
'

, t, y
A lalvmrer voice tfaun that okl i

? ' WBI aoiiiid 'a4er the last Cran'pa dreadful din j

j- rl gather teaaJi I bJier theiaf ! r"".1 ''
! , mi

T. iVr' .in!, '. ri:C 4 MM it

.;7fWt agree with ; that old poet, who
said that a low, soft, voice, was an excellent
thing in . a; woman. ,,. Indeed,, we ftel.. in-

clined to go much further than he has on
the subject, and call, it one of. Iter orown
ing charms. V pow often the spell of beiruty
is rudely "broken ' by' coarse,' ,loul talking.
How often you are irresistibly, drawn to a
utaiii, unsesuuiiui; , wuuuui, wiiose.SOIt,
silvery tpnes render her positively attract
ive. in the. social circle, ho.w pleasant it
is to .bear a woman ; talt jri that low Itejr
which always characterizes a true Jaqy
in ine sanciuarj pi, pome, now such,
voice soothes the dutiful. ohiFd,, nd cheqr
the' weary husband.;" . Jr.lZnJ.

arOije --af Xh.Jjaai sugtrestions of
Holmes, is found inThe Autocrat tf the
Tti-oo- foot ToW " ! Jt- .- Ad:- - iujir..
It Is in re'ffard!.to,)ea.vi-takinar:r-- r :u',u

I "Don't you know how hard it is for
buiiio jeu)ieto yei out oi a joom auer tneir
visit is really 6ve? T.hey want to be off,
but they' don't know. h6w to rnAiiage .iL-r-
Une would think they' had been built 'in
your parlor or Btudf, and' were whhinfir to
be litunched.'1'! liave contrived "a sbrt'of
ceremonial inclined plane . for. such . visit
ora, wliich, being lubricated with' Certain
smopth Wirases backs them clowri, me La
phorically speaking, Btera'foretnost ' into
tneir native element of put-door- a.

. a jfHtj.
.,X"yA ,writer of much merit sayw thn

with ' wife a husband's fault" should be
sacred. A woman forrrets what' in dun in
herself when she cortdeseenda, to. that re
fugeof weakness, a female confidant. A

Wife's bbsom should be" Je" tomb of Jier
husband's failings, and his --character far
more valuable, in Jier estimation,' than 1ms

life. 'And wtcr; vena. ; ;

jtyMBny 'i true heart, that wouTtf have
come brick like) a dove to the ark, --after its
6rst transgression, "has been, frie-htne-

beyonrd recall by the angry loo and me-
nace the taunt --the savage charity of an

'JtSrA bill is before the febutn Carolinrs
Legishtturer which provides" that 'profes'-sioaa- h

gamblera who are found guilty of
gatpbling,- - shall receive. thirty-niu- e lashes,
in addition to 1 the punishment, now pro-vided- ty

lair, If. this bill, when passed,
does.. not suppress gambling in that' 6tat,.....- i i--
no law can. - "

at

TUE-KANSA- QUESTION.
OOV. WALKER'S 'LETTER II ,

.wK -jinH UESIGNATIONI ' --"-i

TotaWltottrtL,KTfi81tJiljir,licfctii'i'Ktto

.1 lM. offico dfc ..(vifiior

most relUCtaniiJ iwwu .w wubhi3iuj
aTtef 'aftxKnis' HiidlciWftil totaJeratton' of

Kaoa. taiitho .llnl bf.tlM UniU'd
States, and to. myself

.The groufldd assumed; by jiebifjtr
n'lnd la w MrthKrifre 10 uoniri68. ana in re

cent inBtracdonirrtaHhebflbViwftritlie
oyttnitawJ tfanqpiriny hil'it'rfd" Kfr(-- i
a. .au,mpRtV i.ne(iViipia.. MWfnw 01

.tliat.Teftiy., 11? iQpgtT VWP.WY
power to preaerve the peace or promoW the
public welfare. ...

At TlwTearnest olicilatibfl 6f tlie Presi
dent after repeated refusaTa,' the last being
in writing,,-1- ' fi ualjy 'accepted th i3. office. .

upon his .letter eliojvving the dangers anil,
(liffi'culue8 ot the Kansas question, 'and the
necessity of mV undertaking the task of
adjustment. Under these circumstances,
notwithstanding the great sacrifices tome,'
personal political and pecuniary, I felt that
I jcoiild no more refuse such a callrom my
Cbuntry ' through lier , 'Chief Magistrate,'
titan1'' soldier til battle 'w lib' is' drdcred Cr

the command of 'a forlorn'!hop. J"-'- . -- !

laoceptedi oowevr,utthe express corn
dition that I slvaulcf advocate the. submis-
sion of the Constitution, to a vote of this
pebple'fcr ratificatibn Or rejection.' " These
views were clearly understood by the Pres
identalidall his Cabinet. '. They were dis
tinctly set forth, in ...my ..letter, on my ac
ceptance of this oflice, of the 26th March
last, and reiterated in my . inaucrura! ad
dress of' the 27th "of May last; as follows:
"Indeed, I cannot doubt that the Conven-t;un,"4ft- er

having framed a . Sute Consti
tution,, will submit it tor ratification or re
jection by a majority of the then actual
bona fide resident settlers of Kansas.

With ''these views, well known to the
President and the Cabinet, aud approved
by, them, 1 accepted the appointment of
Uovernor of Kansas. , iUy instructions
fiorh the President, thioutrn the Secretary
of State, under date $3th March last, stfs- -
tainithe regular Liegislature oF the Terri-
tory in ssaetnbling b Convention to form a
Constitution, and. they express the opinion
of the President that, "when such a Con
stitution shall be submitted to the people
of the TeVritorv they must be protected in
die. exercise f their right of .vo'tinif for or
against that instrument,: and Um fair ex'
press 10 1 of. the,, popular., will must not be
interrupted by, fraud or violence. 1

I. re-

peat, then, as my clear conviction, I hat
unless the Uonvenuoti submit the (Jonstr--
tution to tlie vote of. all the actual ' resident
settlers of Kaasas, -- aud. the, election b
(airly and justly conducted,- - the Constitu-
tion v. ill be, and ought to be rejected by

lii yOOe

This inaugural most distinctly asserted
tliat it was not a question of Slavery mere
ly, which. I believed to be of. little .practi
cal importance then in jUi application to
Kansas, "but'-- of ' the entire Constitution
which should be submitted to the people
for ratification or rejection.-- ' These were
my words on that .subject in my inaugural;
"It is not merely, shall . Slavery exist, or
disappear fj-o- Kunsasibut sliall the irreat
bilriciriles of it' 'arid' ' StattV
sovei-eijmt- b maintained' orubvn-!ed.'-- -

dIu tliat inaugural I , proceed furthti--) to
saythe people ('may by n subsequent.vpte
aeteat Uie ratibcalion ot the. Constitution.
I desSiniate'' this "a" f?reat constitutional
right," and'add- 4'that' the Conventiori is
the servant and. hot the master of the peo- -
ple. , In, niy official dispatch to ytjui of
tha 2d J une, last, a copy of, that inaugural
address was. transmitted to you forthe
further 'information ' 6f the. President nd
tiu-- ' Ubiflet." Ko exception
taken to any portion! of. that address.:-- . On
the contrary, it was distinctly admitted by
the President in bis AIe6sage, wi,th com-
mendable frankness, (hat my instructions
th favor of a subm lesion ' of ' the Constitu-
tion to the ' vote of the people were "gen- -
ejai ana unqualified, " i- - :! I
.s,By that inaugural and a subsequent ad-
dress, I was pledged to. the people of. Kan
sas' to oppose, by all lawful 'meaps,, the1
ado'ptlbri of 'any" Constitution which was
not faIyarrd fulry-submitte- i' vote
foe ratiucatjon'or rejection ) These pledges
I cannpt, recall or.violatfl witliout personal
dishonor, and thpabandonroent, of, fivndV
njeritiil princlpTesf and, therefore,' it is irrH
possible fori me to '

support what' la called
the Lecomptort Constitution,' because it is
pot submitted to avote of the people-fo- r
ratification projection.. ,! ,,n t ,u '

, I r have, ever uuifoioqly, maintained the
pnnciple that sovereignty is vested exclu-6iv'el- y

in the feeople of each' State, and that
U performs its 'first an' liightst 'function
in-- foming a Slate Croyerhment and- - State
Constitwtiun. j; This highest i set xf sover-
eignty in mytdgroent,, canpnly be per-
formed by the people themselves, and can-
not be delegated' to Cont entions or 'otlier

"' "' 'intwrmediattbodi"1 j

'j Indeed, the" whole doctrine of the; sov-
ereignty of Corivenlions, is distinct frptn'
that of the people", f conventional' or' delr
egated sovereignty as'' 6dutradistirfgin3hed
from Slater 'of jKpular sovereignty,1 has
sver been-discarde- by tne,' arid wasrierepr
heard of to-m- y knowledge during ttre great
eatnvaesof 1856. ' Indeed, is the great
TJiwciple of State So Maintained

thfj Virginia arid Kentucky Resoltttionl
ot "1798-- 9, suftlamed y ihe people iu thf
great Dolicical rtvolutiori of 1 800, and tm
braced irt that: amendment tothe Fed era
Constitution adopted under tha atrspicei

f Mr Jeffersoft,' declaring that the pow
rs net delegated to the United . States bj

the Constitution, nor prohibited by it tt
the States; ate 'reserved to the States

or to the ptjplel Tht leserva- -

inieefeiajng,ithej po
Sjtate, institution,.'

the peoplf '' 4$ p Ih "
k'l iStatei, adm'iUwl' or

i resefyatiyu to

te, 'exercising
Br'Bdveriitt 'n-rh- t ..,

ing' their Sut t,u
w ft pel, Ar wwi a h; ' :

pp, hjaTanya-lcHlio- n,

ry, 1833 against which
spe'ech"l,e;ceii'ed"flH t n'en'iary ie

tiofV of tht 'gMal ' ii 1

vipipalf.fottder-xj- r 1 nstjunion; ua
Hon.iCluwlei

;,& publislicu
in t n, in l83tJ
"BY thiW fclause-- constitii'iTonal
eovwp! fnch' SlaW 19"

Ic'wlyaewirYtifcf and eiily .ilreU wju

exclusive Kignir uo torra iuita eniu'ety
own State Constitution, t shall .not enter
fully into the argument of, 'this question at
litis periou, uui, wut.mreiy tiiaiA) mat mis
is the position. I.have ever occupied, and
tny.reason8 for epterlaiping.theopipjon are
cleaily'and distinctly sft forth in n, printed
pamphlet; published'OTer'my'signature on
trie ISth 'of June, 1866 and then' exten
sively circulated, irohi which I qm)te as
follows: fetf ,f .'u j ,v t'.Under , pur confederate system sove-
reignty's that higbest political power which,
ae its pleasure, creates' governments and
delegates- - aUthority.totheati."''i'8overeignty
grants powers but not sovereign! powers,
otherwise,: it might extinguish ; itsolf by
makinfj lhe creature of its .will the equal
oi ' superior of its creator.' Sovereignty
tnakes ' Constitutions, and ' through them
establishes governments. It deleirates cer
tain; powers, distributing the. .exercise of
the granted powers anion, ..J lie legislative,
executive arid judicial departments. The
Constitution is not sovereign because it is
created bv sovereignty - The Government
is not sovereign for tlie same reason, much
less any. department of that Government.
Having denned sovereignty, we must not
confound the power with its' source or its
exercise. I hat ia, sovereignty Is one thing,
and-wher- it resides or how it is to be ex
ercised is another. , Under tlie system of
European despotisms, sovereijrnty was
claimed to in kings and emperors,
under the sacrelrnfious idea of the "divine
licfhtof kiQfrs.M and the blasphemous doc
tnn.;waBj-tJia- t sovereigns, in legitimate
succession, although stained with crimes.
and blackeued wUh.in&mv, were clothed
oy ine uieiy wiui aosoiuie power ro ruit
their subjects, wild held nothing but the
privileges-- , granted by the crown; t' Such
were the absurd and impious dogmas, to
which the people of, Bftp,Twilh few iex?
ceptions, have, been .compelled to submit
py tue Dayonet, supported by the ; more
potent authority of ignorance and supersti
tion, under this theory the people were
mere ., ciphers,. iaud orOwned heads" sub.
deities, the sole representatives on earth oi
.i : ' - .i ,
ine governing power, ot the, 'Almighty -
Our doctrine isjust the reverse, making
the people the only source of sovereign
power. . But what people? With us, sov
ereignty .rests exclusively with, the people
ot each jtitate. i.dj the devolution each
colony ' acting for itself alone, separated
trom ureat 13 main, sanctioned the JJecW
ration bf Iadependence. ' " ' i iJ 1,1

T Each colony having thus become a Stnte:
andj.eachdadopting for-- itBsl its separate
ptate.. government, .ticted ipr',itsel,altme
tinker, the old Continental , Congress.
Each' State 'acted fort&etf "albr.e in acce
ding' to thCAVtieles' bfCbfiftrdei-atio- in
17 7 8V aud taeh State Acted fot liself hlone
in, framing and ; iatifyinr, .each for itself,
the Constitution, of.he Uxiited States. r
Sovereignty, ilie.'wjth us, rests exclu-
sively with the people of eaeh State.1 The
Constitution of the United States is not
sovereign, for it was created by States, each
exeicihing lor itself t that highest poluica.
power caned sovereignty. .

For the same reason, .the" Government
of the Uftitea States la not soveriiigri, nor
doei it, exercise any sovereign powere." It
exercises.. only Vdelegated powers," as le
clared.by the .Constitution, and those pqw
ers only which' are granted by that instru
ment: Delegated powers ' are" not sbver
eiga powers, buf ate powers 'gfa'nled by
sovereignty, bovereignty being the high
est political power.. cannot be delegated
It' is indivisible,' it io a unit incapable of
pariiuon.' ' xieuce me great error oi eup-posiw- jr

that sovereignty is' divided between
the; States and . the .Uaited, States., .i The
Constitution of the Uaited States ia tht- -

"ipupreine'law," and obligatory as such,
but a law is'hot 'sovereignty but an act of
aovei-eigftty;- ! All law's imply law makers
and in thia cahe those who framed and tat
ified.this Vsuprtme law."...wre those sqv
ereignties. called the States, eachiactincex
clusivelv 'for itself, uucon trolled bv anv
aister State,' except by the morhl force 'of.
its. influence and' example. Govern-cnen- L

of the ,UfliUd States, possessing,' as
.we have shown,, no. Bovereignty, but out y
delegated powers to them alone, it must
ii.?-u"itf- -

.n:-:.'ji:- i ."'... -

tuua tor vne exercise oi conBiuutionai au-

thority irf ihe ":TerTitbries!-a- s well as the
States,-:-for- ; there is not a single" power
granted by tha Uonstitution to this Uov
ernment in a . Jerritory,. winch ia not
granted in a State, except the power to
aaraitnew BtAtee into the Uri'.bti," Which
as sJvown byithe Madison Pnpers, the rn
mers of. tlia Coustitntion , aa. first ,rlamnnr " -,---' ,t -

stratectin my Texas letter,, refused to.Iimit
pur then existing TerritiyrVes, In the Ter- -

titories therias well as the States, 'Con
cress possesses BO"SfJvereiratT. - and can
exercise only, the power jdelfgated., tj tn
Lonsiiiniion; ana an iue powers not thus
granted are' doi mapfor' reserved powers,
rdnglngiirV'rtmmoh 'Territory to all the
Stales at aoeqvat ? joint tenants ' there' bf
that Jiighest-- political pow'efc called 'popt
htr sovereignty." ( It wUl be perceived that
tins doctrine that "sovereignty makes Con
'6liiution,'i that "sovereignty rests exel
srvely with the people of enth' 8l ate, " that
"'sovereijnty cawiot- - bt 'delegfiled,". tlia

li "ll ,Tl v.

i'l'lit inalienable.'' indivisib'lri'.w "a unit jn- -

ab'abhi "of parlltion.''. are doctrines ever
regarded by ine as fundamental principles

i if i'i ' f - e .1. ' fj: rV..
Oifpuouu nuenji nP1, rnB '.cuerai

' ,t will be seen that thesa views
.wl'c'ji I have'ntertauiVd werenot framed
to' suit any emergency, iaj Kansss, but wtit
hay Vife-hin- g ; principles, nn werepub--

iisnea over, my own aignaivre . twive
months befor my departure to that Ter
ritory,' aod,vwlien I never thought of going
to Kansas. 'These rights I have ever re- -'

garaeu as imiy secureu to me peopisj ot
W$W$to$tit ibl aabiid04? itheir

Stata Constitution by the Kansas and Ne- -

braakbilj.,'5oh yiCtrust-uctio- n given
to. th At act by Congress in passing the Min-
nesota bOi.'sb justly Applauiladlry tha Pfesi-- ;

denUiSucb i UitisBtruovioaof thia Kan
sas act by itaiatiogauhed author, not only.
ia his late most able argument, .but'in ad-

dresses made and published by him long
antecedent to that date, showing that thia

. - . . . . .
sovereign power or rne peopis in acung
uponabtataj fJonstituUon:is notconbnsd to
the .question of Slavery, but includes all
other subjects, embraced in such an instru
men). Indeed, I believe the Kansas and
Nebraska bill Would have violated the right
of sovereignty reserved to the peopla of
each' State by the. Federal Constitution, if
U had deprived them, , or Congress should
now deprive them of the right, of voting
for or against their State' Constitution- .-
The f resident, in his message, thinks that
the, rights secured by this bill to the peo-

ple, in acting upon their Sute, Constitu-
tion, are confined to the Slavery question;
but I think,' as shown in my address hec
tare quoted, that "sovereignty is the power
that' makes' Constitutions and' Govern- -

miU," aqd that not only ithe Slavery
clause in a State ' Constitution, but all
others, must b4 submitted. . .

The President thinks that soveieignry
can be delegated at least in part: 1 think
that sovereignty cannot be delegated at all,
The President believes that Sovereignty is
divisible between conventions and people,
to be exercised by the fomier on all sub
jects but Slavery, and by the latter only on
. 1 . 1 . , . 1mat question; wnereas, x nun mat sov- -

ireign ty is malunab'e, tndwtiMe, a unit,
incapable of partition, and that it cannot
be delegated, in whole or in part. It will
not be denied, that 6ovreignty ,ia the Only
power that can make a Stale Constitution,
aud that it rests exclusively with the peo, . ..L ?i i? : a.i. j i.' L.pie, ana u it is niauenaoie anu cannot ue
delegated, as I have shown, theh it can bnlf
be exercised by i the people ' themselves,
under, our-- . Government. .;.Ve .know, no
sovsreigns put .tht pfpple.i; .Coiiveiitipns
art composed or vdelegates. 1 hey are
mere agents 'of 'trustees, exercising not a
sovereign but a delegated power, and the
people are principles-- . A he power, dele
gated to, such Convention can properly
only ex'teh'd to framing the Constitution;
but its ratification or rejection can only be
performed bv the nower where soVereintvi i
alone rests namely, the people themselves
We must notcontound sovereignty, with
delegated power. The provisional author
ity oi the Convention to frame a Constitu
tion,, and submit it to the people, is dele
gated power; but sovereignty alone, which
rests exclusively with the people, canratity
and put in'iotce that Constitution. And
mis is ine true uoctrine oi ropuiar oov
ereignty, and I know of no Such thing,
nor uoes tne reaerai fonsutuiian recog
pue.it as (delegated or conventional sover

. Skaa.'a 11eignty,.- - ihe .rresident in a . very iuciu
passage in his able message, gives ilnan
swe'rable leasbiis Why the people and riot
conventions should decide the question
of - Slavery - lie savs, vsry-trul- y, that
from tlie necessary division ot the inchoate
State into districts, a majority of the dele
gates niaY think one wav and the people

i i, .v 'A ..;!.' Ti.- -anomer, aim tnat me aeiegatea, was me
ease in Karisas; may violate their pledges
or fail to execute the will of the people
And, why does not. thia reasoning apply
with equal force to all other questions em
bodied in' the State Constitution, and why
should the 'question of Slavery klone ove
ride and extinguish the doctrine t ropu
iar Sovereignty and the right of self-go- v

ernment? Most fortunatelv this is no sec
tiorial question, hi it belongs alike' to (he
Stales' admitted or inchoate, bf the South
as of the 'North. ' 'It ia not a question of
Slavery, .but! of States. Rightsof State
snd. popular; sovereignty; nd my objec-
tions to the Lecomptpn Constitution are
equally strong, whether Kansas, under its
provisions,' should be made ft Free or Slave
Stated - My objections are based upon the
violation, of the j right of ; self-gove- rn ment
and,, popular, sovereignty, ar.d, pf forcing
any Constiiutiori upon the people against
their will, whether it recognises, Freedom
or SIv4ryr lndeSd, ' tlie first question'
which tht people ought to decide in forming'
a Government for i.an inchoate Stale is,
whether they will change or ,.not from, a
Territorial to a State Government. v Now,
no'bhW who with ine' denies Federal 'or
Territorial sovereignty, will - contend that
a Territorial .Legislature, is sovereign, or
rfpreseuts sovereignty, or tlist, such Leg-
islature, a mere creature of Congress, can
transfer sovereignty, whicli'it does not pos-

sess,- to'a Temtorial Converitkm.11 This
change Irom a Territorial to a State Gov-emme- nt

r;ant,pi)ljbe,uadi) by the power
where sovereignty rests, with the people.
Yet State Government is forced iiptin the
people of Kansas by the Leetmipton1 Con-

stitution, and not. against U I But, beside
tht ehatge from a Territorial, to . a,State
yovernmeni, wnicn ine peopie aione jiav
aright to make,' in framings Stale Cohsti-ttftid- h

there afe- - many other ' momentous
questions included in that instrument. It
involves all the powers of Stale government
There are the bill of rights the Magna
Charta of thtliberfiea of a free people- -

the, legislative; executive arfd judicial func-
tions, the .taxing powerrfUie elective fran-
chise, the great question of education, the
sacred 'relations of husband' and wife,
prent and .hild, guardian and ward, and

TT " 't --
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all the rights' afEecting-life- , liberty and
ere are also the questions of

HtatC debts, of banks and ''paper money,
and whether they shall be permitted ?r
prohVbitad.1 - At' all 'free'govenirrient, as
stated, by Mr.. Jeffersoa, depend upon t1s
"consent of . the- - governed,'' how can it be
known whether the people, wpuld assent to'
the Constitution, unless it ha submitted to
their, rote .for. ratification or, rejection?

"NUMBER

But if acquiescence , caii; be presumed iriuions propbunded
'

t Topeka, .lal...'....arresting
any case,,, surely cannot; ps )n max ot
Kansas,. .whera.a many ot , tht delegates
violated their pledge to, submit ,tbt; Con'
suiution itselt to ,a vote - of, the peopltj;
wlier the delegates who signed tht Con1
stitution represented scarcely one-tent- h of
the people, and where nearly , operbalf of

wr .1- .- . 31; ,

franchised, and. that by mo. fault of, theirs;
and did not and cpuld not give a single vote
at the election bf delegates to tht Conven-
tion, . I have heretofore discussed the sub
ject mainly on the question- - that Couven- -

tionSyare not sovereign, ana ounuoi. ngoi,-full- y

make a State Constitution without its
submission to a vote of tht people for rati-
fication or rejection. Yet, surely, ' even
those who difler. with me on this point
must concede, especially under tlie Kan

act, it is only such Conven
tions can be called sovereign as have been
ruly elected by the people, and represent

them well. On reference, however, to my
address of ihe lGih of , September last, on
. . .t ' 1 i 1. ! "me n. question,-a-

, copy 01

which wad immediately transmitted to you
for the information of the Piesident and
Cabinet, it is evideut that the Lecomnton
Convention was not, such a body. , That
Conventior. had vital, not technical, defects
in the very substance of .its organization
under tlie . Territorial law. which could
only be cured, in my judgment, as set forth
in my inaugural and pther addresses, by
submission of the Constitution for the rati
fication of the people. On reference to
the Territorial law under which the Con
vention was. assembled, thirty-fou- r regu- -

larly organized counties were named as
election districts for delegates to the Con
vention. In each and all of these coun-
ties it was required by law that a census
be taken, also the voters registered, and
when this was completed the delegates to
the Convention should be apportioned .ac1

cordingly. In nineteen of these counties
there was t no census, and therefore .there
could be. no such apportionment there of
delegates upon such census,. And in hitmen
bf these counties there was.no registry of
voters. . these hi teen counties, including
many ot the oldest organized cpunties in
the Territory, were entirely disfranchised,
and did not, givi, by no, fault pf, their

1 'j --
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for' the delegates to the Con vent ion . , This
result was superinduced by, the. fact that
tue xtiTuoriat iijetrisiaiure . aooointeu an
'the $heriffs and Probate fudges in all these
counties, to whom was assigned the duty
by law of making this census and registry,
These officers were political partisans, dis
senting from the views and opinions of
the people of these counties, as was proved
by tha election in October last. These
officers, from want , of funds, as they al
leged,' neglected or refused to take any
census, or make any registry in these coun
ties, and therefore they were entirely dis-

franchised, and could not and! did. not give
a single vote' at the election for delegates
to ma yonsuiuifonai vonvt ntion. . am
here 1 wish to call attention to a distinction
which will appear in my inaugui nraddress
in' reference to those counties where, the
voters were fairly registered, and, did pot
vote; 'In such', coun ties '.where, fujl and
free opportunity was given to register and
vote, they did not choose to exercise
such a privilege.. The question , is very
different from , these counties where theie
was no census or registry, .and no vote
was1 given,' or ' could be given, however
anxious the people might be to participate
in the election of delegAtes to the Conven-
tion. Nor could it be said these counties
apquiesced, for, wherever tbey endeavored,
by census or registry of their
own, )o . supply this defect, occasioned by
previous neglect of the I erritorial orhoersk
the delegates thus chosen .wcrt rejected by
Uie, Uonveulion. .,. - M n'l

I repeat that, in nineteeri cbulities out of
thirty-tott- r. there was 110 census. 'In fif-

teen counties out of thirty-fou- r there wa&
no registry, and 'not a solitary vote' was
given, or could be given; for Delegates to
the Convention in any one bf these counties.
Surely, then, it cannot be said that such a
Convention chosen by scarcely more (nan

one-tent- h of the present Voters of 'Kansas;
represented tht pebple of; that Territory;
and could rightly .impose a ' Constitution
upon them without their consent.' - These
nineteen counties in which there was no
census, constituted a majority of the coun
ties of the Territory, and these fifteen coun
ties in which there was no registry gave a
iirucu ager yoie at me vrctooer election,
even with 'the six months' 'qualification,
than tht whole Vote given to the Lecompton
Constitution on the 17th of November last,
If, ' then, sovereignty can be delegated,
and the Convention as such are sovereign,
which I deny, surely it must be only in
sut-- cases sb when such Conventions are
choseh by the people; which wt have seen
was not the' case' as--' regards the late Le
compton Uonvention. ' It was for this and
other' reasons--- that frr mv inaugural nd
other addresses 1 insisted thwt thVConsti
twinn shbdtd be submitted! to the beorle
by the Convention, s the fon1y: means of
ourrng th vital defect in its Organization.
It wag, therefore, among other reasons that
whent as yon know; tht organization call- -
edr tlie" 'Topeka State Government"' was
'made,-an- as a consequence att' inevitable
civil war and conflict must have ensned,
these result were prevented by my assur-
ing,' not' the Abolitionists,' as ' has been
erroneously stated ( for' my address ; was
not to them, but to the pevpl of Kansas),
that, iu my judgment, tht Constitution

512.

wbuld be submitted fairly and ! freily1 tat
rauncauon or rejection oy ineir vote;, ana
that if this was not done,' I would unit
with theni (the people) as't bow do in
lawful opposi.lon to sdch' proctdura.

IIO JJUFCl ntUU tTOjlUltOIUIIHJf IKJUJU IW"
rbived exclusively dnon me by th Pfts
ilent of using the federal army in Kansas
to Sripp'ress ihsurre'ctibh, thn alternativH
was distinctly p'resente'd td'nae.'by'; ques- -

ine revolution oy.tnsj siaugnwr oi tne peo ,

pie, or of preventing It, togeiber with that .

civil war which,' must? have extended
throughout the Union, by a solemn assur
ance, then giveri. that th right of the peo
ple to irame tneir own uovernmeni, sciar
aio iuj inTill wnuu, iivjuiv4 urn "iiu- -
tajhed; IJttt toa'this assurance, n la a
conceded fact that the 'Topela '8lal"Gpv
ernment. then aasembled in lecmlati ve sea- -

' . . 111 L. . . i . . . 1 . T- - - . Ji .
sion, wouia nave oeen pui into immeuiait
actual pperatioh,' aiid that a sanguinar) col- -

nsion wnn me reaerai army ana civu war
must hive ensued extending, it is feared
throughout tht Union.. ' ' : ' "'

Indeed,' tht whole idea of an inaugural
address originated in the alarming intelli
genet which had reached Washington
City of perilous aud incipient rebellion in
Kansas. This insurrection was rendered
still more formidable 011 my reaching the
Territory by the near approach of tht aa
sembling'of the revolutionary StAte Legis
lature, and tht very numerous mass Uon-ventio- ns

by' which it was sustaiued.
' In

truth,' I had to, choose between arresting
that insurrection, at whatever '"cost ot
American Wood, by the Federal army,4 or
to prevent the terrible catastrophe, as I did
by my pledges to tht people of the exertion
of all my power to obtain a fair' election
and tht submission of the Constitution to-

the vote of the people for ratification or re-

jection. '' ':,''' ' ' :" '

.
. My iriaugurat and other' addresses werw

therefore, really in the nature of proclama-
tions, so often issued by Presidents and
Governors, with a view to prevent, as they
did in this case; civil war awl insurrection.
Now, by myos,th of office I was sworn io
support the Conbtitution of the Untd
States, which I have shown, in my judg
ment required the submission of the Con-
stitution to the vote of the people. I' wat
sworn, also, to take cart' that the Kansas
and Nebraska bill should be faithfully x- -
ecutedi : which bill, in my judgment,' aa- -

heretoiore stated, required that the fjon-stiiuti- on

should be submitted 'tb the , vote
of the people, ' and I was therefore only
pei forming a solemn duty, when as Gov-
ernor ofht Territory to whose people "ray
first'obligntipria'.were due, I endeavored to
secure them these resulis.i ' The idea enter-
tained by some, that I should see the Fed
eral Constitution and the Kau Sas -- Nebraska
bill overthrown and disregarded, arid that
playing the part of a mute in 'a' pantomime
of ruin I should acquiensce by my silence
in such a result, especially where such

involved as an 'Immediate "'coT"
sequence a disastrous and sanguinary civtr"wr
war, seems to me most preposterous. 11

' Not a drop of blood has been shed by thj
Federal troops in Kansas during mj Ad-
ministration, but insurrection, and. civil
war, extending, Pear, , throughout the
country, were alone , prevented t by the
course pursued by me 011 those occasions,
and l lie whole people, abandoning jeyplu-tiorjar- y

violence,, were-- induce, by rat lo-

go, for, the .first time,! into a geiieral ami
peaceful election. , These important results-constitut- e

a sufficient consolation fori
the unjust assnulta made upon me on this
subjecti , I do not understand thai' these
assault hays ever received the slightest
countenance from the President,. . On the
contraiy, his message' clearly Indicate
an approval pf mv course up to the present
most unfortunate difference about the so-call- ed

Lecompton Consiltution, Inastiiuoh,
however, as this difference is upon a vital ,

question,. involving practical results and
new instructions, it is certainly much, more
respecnui to tut rresiueiit, on my pari, 10
iesigq the office pf Governor, and give hint
an opportunity of filling It, as is his, right
uu4r the Constitution, with one who con-
curs with him . iu his present opinions,,
ratlier than go to Kansas and force him

me by disobedieiiot to his instruc-
tions.. , ThU latter, course, in my , judg-
ment, would be incompatible with a proper
respecf.. Tor. the Chief- - Magistrate' ofs tht
Uniprj, iiiconitistent wth the rules of moral
rectituJe or propriety, and could b adopted .

with no other view than to foice
to remove me from office, "I Suclj a

course, it is alleged, would present ua 10
the public as a political martyr, in the de-

fense of the great principle of
but to go to Kansas with any such pur-

pose, pr with a certain knowledge tliat
such a result must follow,', would be alike
unjust, and improper. My '..only alterna-
tive, then, is thai of a respectful resigna-
tion, in the h"p that Kansas and our be-

loved countii oiay be shielded from that
civil war, with wijh,. I fear,' both are
threaiened, by.atiy attempt to force the so-call- ed

Lecompton Constitution . Upon tht
peopla of Kansas. I state it as . a fact,
based on a long and intimate atmciatioo
with the people of Kansas, that an over-
whelming majority of that people' art op-
posed to that instrument, and roy letttera
state that but one out pf twenty of tha press
of Kansas, sustain it. Some oppose it be-

cause so' many counties were disfranchised
and unrepresented in tlie Conventions-So- me,'

who art opposed to .paper; money,
because it authorises a bank of enprtnous
capital for Kansan, nearly unlimited in its --

issues and in the denomination of its note
from one dollar, up and down. ' Some be-

cause of what they consider a Know-Nblhi- hg

clause', by requiring , that tha
Governor shall have been twenty Tears la
citizen of the United Slates Soma Oecauaa
tht tlcctivt franchise is not free, 'as ' thtyi
tantiot Vote against tht Contututina b'

l' .1 V T I .v ... ' "
oniy on tne single isua wnemarany tr
slavts may be importad, anI thtn U-- .,


